Journey from Orphan to beloved Son

Identity Part 3

We are on a journey from slavery –
rejected and separated from God – into
our full inheritance as children of God.
Even as children, we start out as babies
and infants. Coming into maturity is a
process that takes time and
perseverance. Yet God always intended
us to have a relationship of intimacy with
Him, our Heavenly Father. He wants to
embrace us and reveal Himself to us as
Father so that we can begin to feel,
think, and act like sons. We need to be
willing to allow Him to heal any
relationship wounds which hinder us
from having a proper child-to-father
relationship with Him.
Our journey has many parallels with the history of Israel coming out of slavery into
their Promised Land. Like them, we may have generational slavery in our family line,
yet God wants to bring us into something entirely new. Our journey is from a
slavery/orphan mentality to a mentality of royalty, knowing our identity as sons of the
King. There is both blessing and responsibility associated with that, and it is so very
different from thinking of ourselves as slaves:






Slaves own nothing
Slaves live in survival mode
Slaves have no hope
Slaves have no expectations
Slaves have a poverty mentality

God wants to deal with those slave characteristics in us so that we can know the
fullness of who we really are and what we have in Him. Otherwise, that spirit of
slavery, or orphan spirit, will effectively prevent us from being who God created us to
be. If we persist in poverty thinking, our mind will stop us fully engaging with the truth
of who we really are.
If you are a slave and an orphan, with a poverty mind-set, it demonstrates a lack of
trust in relationship. The children of Israel knew God’s works, they saw some of the
things He did, but they did not know His ways (his heart, why He did what He did).
As a result, they did not trust Him, as we read over and over again in the story of
their wilderness experiences. They had been set free from Egypt, but were still
thinking like the slaves they had always been. It is the same for us. We have been
set free from sin, and from slavery to a world system that exists to keep us enslaved
and rob us of our inheritance. Sometimes it is a real struggle to trust and to enter into
a deeper relationship with God.
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Every time they faced an obstacle, they blamed God, or Moses, or both. They were
motivated by fear. At the Red Sea, it was “Oh! You have brought us out of Egypt and
now we’re all going to die. We might as well go back”. On the mountain, when God
came down, they wouldn’t go to meet Him themselves and told Moses, “we can’t go,
you go for us”. Whenever there was no water, or no food, they kept on grumbling
and complaining instead of trusting that God would meet their needs.
They did not know God well enough to trust Him to be their deliverer and provider:
they made Moses their intermediary and then gave him a hard time as well, because
he represented God to them. Authority figures are always obstacles to people who
think like slaves, because they think they are being robbed by people in authority,
when in reality those in authority should be there to release them into sonship.
Moses had an orphan mentality. Imagine what it was like for him, growing up in
Egypt. He didn’t look like one of them, didn’t feel like one of them, and probably got
sick of hearing the story of how he was found floating in a basket. Apparently
abandoned by his parents, he was adopted by the Egyptian royal court, adopted by
an enemy system, and he was even a prince within it. Many of us have sought for
success in the world’s system, and maybe even been quite successful, but it will
never satisfy our eternal destiny. At the age of 40, something rose up in him, calling
him to his destiny, but he tried to do it his own way, failed spectacularly, and ran
away into the wilderness.
The wilderness prepared Moses for his future, and after another 40 years God called
him again to embrace his destiny. His natural identity was as a shepherd, looking
after sheep in the wilderness for his father-in-law. Sheep are really awkward and
certainly do not always readily go where you want them to, which meant he was well
prepared to lead a bunch of obstinate, ill-tempered, quarrelsome people through the
wilderness into the Promised Land.
But when he met God at the burning bush, God took something from him: his badge
of office and all-purpose tool-of-the-trade, his staff. His natural identity as a shepherd
was stripped away from him, and he was given a new, supernatural ‘shepherdidentity’. No longer an orphan or a slave, no longer a success in the systems of the
world, instead he was to be the deliverer for a nation. But Moses still had issues.
Now God was asking him to lay down that symbol of his natural abilities and identity
– not just a staff but all it represented: his job, his well-being, his financial welfare
and his future. That was the choice he faced.
When he picked it up again, it had become a powerful symbol of all that God was
going to do through him. He used that staff supernaturally in the years that followed
– he threw it on the ground and it transformed into a snake (Exodus chapter 4); he
used it to split the Red Sea (Ex 14:16), to bring water from a rock (Ex 17:6), and
throughout Israel’s wilderness journey.
But he had to choose to let go of the old, and embrace the new. It is a choice many
of us have to make. Even when we become Christians, we still face that ongoing
choice: am I going to do things my way, or God’s way? And your own way never
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works – you feel uncomfortable around ungodly people and uncomfortable with God
– you have one foot in one camp and one foot in the other.
But Moses said to God, “Who I am, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should
bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?” (Ex 3:11).
Moses began to reject his destiny, to avoid doing what God was calling him to do.
God was going to use his position and experience, but Moses didn’t think much of
God’s HR skills. And ‘who am I?’ – Well, he was a prince of Egypt, so naturally
speaking he was well-placed for the task God was giving him, but he didn’t want to
do it. Certainly he had things in his past which were holding him back, but God is
always ready to deal with issues like that. Unlike Moses, let’s not allow our past to
spoil our present and hinder our future.
Then Moses said to the Lord, “Please, Lord, I have never been eloquent,
neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I
am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” The Lord said to him… “Now then go, and I,
even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say.” But he said,
“Please, Lord, now send the message by whomever You will.” (Ex 4:10-13).
Either he was unaware of his own abilities, or he was lying to God to try to get out of
his destiny - the New Testament tells us “Moses was educated in all the learning of
the Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and deeds” (Acts 7:22). And
finally he basically said something like this to God: “Here I am Lord, send someone
else!” But God swept aside all his objections and every obstacle he tried to put in the
way, eventually agreeing to send Aaron to speak for him.
God is calling each of us to embrace who we really are and what He has called us to
do. He wants to set us free from everything that would seek to hold us back from
fulfilling our destiny: our mind-sets, our slavery mentality, any way of thinking that
prevents us knowing who we truly are as His sons.
This Moses whom they disowned, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ is
the one whom God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel
who appeared to him in the thorn bush. This man led them out, performing wonders
and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty
years. (Acts 7:35-36).
How many of us have felt rejected, even disowned, as Moses was? Yet God called
him to be exactly what others failed to recognise in him, and even sent an angel with
him for the rest of his life to ensure that he accomplished everything He intended for
him. And we, too, have angels assigned to us, ready to supernaturally help us fulfil
our destiny.
All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole
congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would
that we had died in this wilderness! Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall
by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be
better for us to return to Egypt?” So they said to one another, “Let us appoint a
leader and return to Egypt” (Num 14:2-4).
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God does not want us to miss out on receiving our full inheritance because of the
issues in our lives. He wants us to deal with them.
Israel saw God come down on a mountain; the Red Sea part (and close behind
them, drowning their pursuers); clothes and sandals not wear out; food provided for
them every day; and water spring from a rock (twice). Yet they still felt like slaves,
and they wanted to go back to the ‘comfort’ of their familiar slavery instead of going
in to possess the inheritance God had lined up for them. They continually rejected
Moses’ authority, grumbling and complaining.
That rejection eventually caused Moses to react out of his insecurity. Instead of
speaking to the rock (which God asked him to do, and which would have led to a
further dimension of the supernatural that God was calling him into), he went back
into his own familiar comfort zone and struck it instead. He did what he had done
before. As a result, he missed out on leading Israel into the Promised Land, and
there is no record of him ever doing another miracle.
Moses allowed his need for acceptance and approval from people to rob him of his
full destiny. Little wonder, then, that those he led also allowed their issues to rob
them of their own inheritance and destiny by refusing to go into the Promised Land.
It is possible to perform amazing miracles and enjoy remarkable encounters with
God, and yet still miss out on the fullness of our inheritance. Instead, let’s allow God
to reveal and deal with our issues, to heal us of past hurts and deeply transform us
into the image He has of us from eternity past.
Search me, O God, and know my heart;
Try me and know my anxious thoughts;
And see if there be any hurtful way in me,
And lead me in the everlasting way (Psalm 139:23-24).
Our fathers were unwilling to be obedient to him, but repudiated him and in their
hearts turned back to Egypt (Acts 7:39).
A whole generation saw their home as Egypt and not the Promised Land, because
they saw themselves as slaves, not sons. How do we see ourselves? Are we
looking to our past to define us, or are we believing what God says about us and
looking to our future? The fact is, we tend to look the way we’re going.
They were generations of slaves. They had no understanding of freedom, and no
understanding of godly leadership – they had to do what the taskmasters told them
to do. They had no connection to God as Father, and had lost sight of their covenant
family identity from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They had no sense of belonging, no
sense of heritage, no sense of purpose. They had riches, because they came out
with the gold of Egypt, and yet they had no wealth. Money does not bring happiness
or fulfilment, and it does nothing to root out an underlying poverty mentality or an
orphan spirit.
They had no loyalty either to God or to Moses, no faith or trust in God, and as a
result they all died in the wilderness except Joshua and Caleb – including Moses
himself. Joshua and Caleb had a different spirit, and a different relationship with
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God. They had spent quality time with God and knew him as Father and were able to
enter in to their inheritance, the Promised Land, taking the next generation in with
them.
He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children
to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse (Mal 4:6).
God’s desire is to turn our hearts back to our Father in heaven, and to see that His
heart is for us. This is a fatherless generation, a strategy of the enemy to steal
destiny by separating and removing fathers from their families, but we do not have to
be part of it. We do not need to have an orphan spirit.






Orphans have no parents
Orphans have no inheritance
Orphans have no home
Orphans have no connection to heritage
Orphans think like slaves

Let’s ask ourselves, do we think and act like a son or a slave? It may not be blackand-white. Perhaps sometimes we think and act like sons but then slip back into
thinking and acting as slaves. Do we identify with slavery or sonship? Do we know
our identity as a son, our royal identity as a son of the king?
God wants to heal your father- (or mother-, or other relationship-) wounds. He wants
to remove the scars that are on your life. He wants you to have a home in Him. He
wants you to know you are adopted, accepted, and loved. He wants you to know and
fulfil your destiny.
Will you allow God to be your Father? Or will you allow your relationship with your
earthly father to rob you of that intimacy?
Will you trust Him with your heart? If your heart has been damaged, if you have been
betrayed, disappointed, let down and hurt, then it is no small thing to trust someone
with your heart again (even if that someone is God). It is a choice, and a choice that
comes with risk attached.
Will you allow him to deliver you from an orphan spirit? Will you lay down your old
natural identity? Will you pick up your new supernatural identity?
If that is your desire, then stand and speak these declarations out loud (if you
can’t do that now, please be sure to come back and do it later, because speaking
these things out carries power). When we have made these declarations, God is
going to minister to us and speak to us in our hearts.
I choose to lay down my old identity as an orphan and slave
I choose to turn away from my past
I choose to forgive and release my earthly father for not representing true fatherhood
to me
I choose to look to my heavenly Father for my acceptance
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I choose to let go of rejection, fear and insecurity
I choose to embrace my destiny
I choose to give my heart to You, Father, afresh today
I choose to allow you to heal, deliver and restore me.
Now receive what God is going to do for you. I will declare it over you:
In the authority you have released I loose each person who made those
declarations from an orphan spirit and a spirit of slavery and a spirit of rejection. I
pray for the power of the anointing of the Holy Spirit to break those yokes, destroy
those burdens and loose them from the control of their mind, their emotion and their
will, from that orphan spirit and that spirit of slavery.
I lose them from it in Jesus’ name, in the power that Jesus is releasing today under
an open heaven.
I bind each of them to their full destinies in heaven and on earth as sons of God.
Now I want you to close your eyes for a few moments and see with the eyes of your
heart the scars that may be over your heart from the past. You may picture them,
you may feel them, or just sense that they are there.
Now hear the voice of Father God speaking to you and to those wounded
areas of your heart. And this is what God says to you:
‘I love you my child – I love you, I love you.
I love you my child – I love you, I love you.
I love you my child – I love you, I love you’.
Over and over, hear Him repeat those words. Allow His words of love and
acceptance and affirmation to heal the wounds and remove the scar tissue from your
heart.
I release the angels, release the Holy Spirit’s presence and power, to bring that
healing oil to heal the wounded hearts. Receive the love of God, receive the Father’s
embrace, as He says:
‘I accept you as my child
I affirm who you truly are
I call out your spiritual identity as my son
I invest you with the authority as a prince (or princess) to subdue, rule, and manifest
My kingdom on earth as it is in heaven’.
Receive that into your spirit. Let your spirit embrace and begin to expand and grow
and mature. Let it bring God’s blessing into your life.
Receive a revelation of who you truly are as a son of God, and allow Him to continue
that process of conforming you into His image, into the image He always had of you
from eternity, into the image of Jesus. A son of God, taking up the full responsibility
of who you are in the heavens and on earth.
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God’s desire is for you to truly know that you have a home, that you have a family,
that you are accepted, that you are loved.
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